THE AWAITING SURPRISE
~Bob Horn~

Samson, the strong judge of Israel, was born unto Manoah, who was from the tribe of Dan, and his wife (Judges 13). From conception until his birth his mother was help her son to keep the Nazarite vow. She was to neither drink anything made from the vine nor eat any unclean thing. Once Samson was born she was not allowed to cut his hair. Samson was to be a Nazarite for life. 


To be a Nazarite meant to offer service to God. Many times the vow was only kept for short periods of time, but there were instances where one was dedicated for service to the Lord from birth. Samuel, Samson, and John the Baptist were examples of such men. 

Although Samson was strong enough to kill one thousand Philistines with the jawbone of a donkey (Judges 15:15, 16), he still had his weakness. That weakness seemed to be his desire for women. That desire for the opposite sex was at the beginning of each of the events that involved Samson. 


First he wanted to marry a Philistine woman (Judges 14). It was during the wedding feast that she coerced Samson to confide in her the answer to his riddle. She in turn told it to those who had threatened her. Samson then went out and killed thirty men.

Samson then returned home without his wife. When he did return she had been given to another man by her father. This again kindled his anger against the Philistines. This time he caught 300 foxes (jackals), tied their tails together in pairs along with a firebrand and allowed them to burn the fields and food supplies which were being harvested (Judges 15).
After these events Samson went down to Gaza where he met Delilah (Judges 16). His eyes once again led him where he should not have gone. Delilah had a love for money and when it was offered to her she was willing to betray Samson in order to receive it. Four times she asked Samson to tell the secret of his great strength. Four times Samson told her. The forth time was the final straw. 


So many times I have heard that Samson’s great strength was in his hair, but the strength was not in his hair. He received his strength from God. Remember that from the beginning there was not to be a razor laid upon his head. This was just one part of the covenant that had to be kept in order to keep the Nazarite vow. The strength was in his obedience to the covenant that was between him and God. Once that covenant had been broken then God was no longer under obligation to keep His part. 

Each time that Samson had faced the Philistines he was able to easily handle the situation. That is each time except the time after he broke the vow. He thought he would go out as before, defeat the Philistines and then return as normal (Judges 16:19, 20). Can you imagine the surprise that awaited him outside those doors that night when he could not overpower them and he was taken captive? Can you imagine the surprise to find out that God was no longer with him?


That feeling which Samson felt will be the same feeling that many others will feel one day. For Jesus Christ said, “If you love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15). This means all of His commandments, not just the ones we would like to keep. There are some who live by picking and choosing which commandments they will follow. Some only follow the ones which fit their lifestyle. There will be many who will be surprised when they hear these words, “I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” (Matthew 7:23). 

Only those who are willing to follow Christ and keep all of His commandments will receive the reward that awaits them. Do not wait to be surprised, come now and learn what God would have you to do. If you have doubts, if you are wondering what to do then come study the God breathed word with us and learn what He would have you to do. 

