“Are You Listening?”
~Bob Horn~

The late V. E. Howard was a pioneer in radio broadcasting. He preached over the airwaves for 46 years and he was the founder of the International Gospel Hour which is still broadcasting today. Many still recall his famous line— “This is V. E. Howard…Are You Listening?”


“Are You Listening?” That is great question because there are too many times when one would rather talk than listen. There are times when one would rather walk away than listen. There are times when one would rather do it his way instead of listening to the instructions of another. There is much to be learned by listening.


In the ninth chapter of 1 Samuel it should be noted that Saul, the Benjamite, listened to others. Each time he listened he became one step closer to becoming king of Israel.

He listened to his father. All children should respect and obey their parents in the Lord (Ephesians 6:1). Saul’s father was named Kish. He was mighty man of power (1 Samuel 9:1). One day Kish’s donkeys became lost and he sent Saul and a servant to find them. Saul could very well have refused or disobeyed his father’s instructions, but he listened instead. By listening and giving the deserved respect he searched in many areas for his father’s donkeys. By listening his travels brought him close to a prophet of God. 

When one surrounds himself with the right kind of friends he can listen to their advice with respect. Saul had taken a servant who seems to be like a friend to him. This servant knew of the prophet of God and he knew that he was scheduled to be in the city where they found themselves looking for the donkeys. Here is a friend who is advising Saul to seek a man of God for advice. What better friend could one have than to have them steer them in the right direction?


Saul could have surrounded himself with the wrong influences. He could have easily found himself listening to someone trying to entice him into evil practices since they were alone in a strange town. Instead Saul chose one who had the proper influence in his life. “Are You Listening?” With whom do you associate?


Listening to his father brought him to a town where he had the opportunity to see a prophet of God. Listening to his companion put him in a position to earn the respect from the prophet once they were able to meet.


Saul was still in need of listening, this time it was to strangers. He had to listen to the instructions which young maidens gave in order to meet the prophet. Had Saul chosen to go on his own rather than listen to others, he would have missed the feast where the seer would be. By listening he was able learn the whereabouts and the time in which the prophet would meet with the people. By listening to others Saul was soon appointed king over Israel. Only by listening was his reward given. 

Today man has the opportunity to listen in order to receive his reward. “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17). Faith comes by hearing or rather by listening, but not listening to just anyone; only by listening to God. Saul was finally given his reward, but only after he listened to the word of God. Samuel told Saul “…stand thou still a while, that I may shew thee the word of God” (1 Samuel 9:27). 

One should take important notice to Saul’s latter life. The rewards came as long as he was willing to listen to God. Listening requires a continuing action. It cannot happen once and think that is enough. Saul was later removed from the throne because he failed to listen. 

The question is “Are You Listening?” If you are listening, to whom are you listening? Are you listening to those who are leading you to your reward or are you listening to those who would lead you away from God? 

