ALL THESE NAMES ARE CONFUSING 
~Bob Horn~

There are many different subjects in the world today where one may be baffled, but religion is one area where we must have a clear understanding. Someone recently said they noticed many of the church’s signs while they were driving by various church buildings. They noticed before a man’s name there would be the words: Reverend, Pastor, Minister, or Evangelist. After thinking about the many different words that were associated with each person they were confused and wondered why all the different titles or names.  The question asked was a valid question and it deserves an answer. Paul said that God is not the author of confusion (1 Corinthians 14:33). I am unable to answer the question as to why each person uses various titles, but I can explain how they are used in the Bible. 

The word “Reverend” is often associated with the preacher of a religious body, but how is it used in the Bible? The only place that the word was ever used in its English form, “reverend,” was in Psalm 111 where God is being praised. In Psalm 111:9 it is written, “…holy and reverend is his name.” This was used in describing God. It was to show reverence towards Him. It was not used as a title. This may be the only place in the Bible where the word is translated as “reverend” but the word in its original language appears over three hundred times. It is used to refer to both God and man, but never in a way has it suggested that it be used as a title. 
The word in its original language means to:  to fear, be afraid; to stand in awe of, be awed; to fear, reverence, honor, respect (Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew Definitions). There are many people who are afraid of or fear the preacher. There are many who look up to or honor the preacher, but we all should remember that he is only a man and should not be put on any higher pedestal than any other member of the congregation. 

The word “Pastor” has often been associated with the one that preaches to the people of that particular congregation. The Bible uses the word in a different way. The word “pastor” literally means to:  to tend, pasture; to shepherd; of ruler, teacher; of people as flock; shepherd, herdsman; or to feed, graze. In other words the pastor is one that is to feed and to see after the needs of the flock. Many preachers would say that is exactly what they do in the congregation. The problem that one runs into in calling himself the “pastor” is that the Bible teaches that the role of making sure the “flock” or members of the church are being fed spiritually falls upon the elders. The words: elder, pastor, bishop, shepherd, or overseer, are all used for the same office. 
Notice Acts 20:17 “And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church.” Here Paul has called for the elders to come to him. As the early church was being established there were elders or older men that were put in charge of making sure the members were being taught correctly. There was always a plurality of elders; there could never be just one elder in a congregation. But notice as Paul talked to these elders that came: “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood” (Acts 20:28). Notice that they are the ones to oversee the flock. The word used for “feed” is also a word that is translated as shepherd. So as Paul uses these terms a pastor has to be older and there has to be a plurality of them to discuss, to lead, and to feed the members of a congregation.

Space will not allow me to go into detail on any or all of these words, but as for the words: preacher, minister, or evangelist, these are used to describe the work that that particular man is doing. It would be like calling someone an electrician or a cashier. It is not giving them a title, but is merely describing what it that they do. Paul told Timothy “to do the work of an evangelist” (2 Timothy 4:5). Philip was called an evangelist (Acts 21:8) thus distinguishing him from Philip the apostle. The word minister simply means one who serves or waits upon another. The word preacher means that one is a herald or one who proclaims publicly to others. These are all words that describe the work that the man does. 


There are many things that seem confusing in the Bible when we do not take the time to investigate them for ourselves. The Bible was written on a level for the common man to read and to understand. Many times we take the word of man instead of studying for ourselves. The apostle Paul preached to those noble Bereans and they still studied the scriptures to see if those things were so (Acts 17:10-11). Just because a preacher preaches it, it does not always mean it is correct. I challenge you to study to see if these things are so.

