ARE YE NUMBERED AMONG THEM?
~Bob Horn~

God has always provided for His people. He provided man an escape from bondage (Exodus); He then provided man with a place of worship (tabernacle) and a system of worship (Leviticus). After these things God began to instruct His people how to work for Him. The book of Numbers is about warfare; about the armies of God. In order for an army to be effective it must be orderly and it must be able to take orders and follow them completely. The book of Numbers provides for us a view of what God expects out of his servants. Some of the key words throughout this book are: service, work, and war.


All effective leaders know how many personnel they have in their ranks. God ordered Moses to number the people (Numbers 1:2-4). God was specific in naming who it was that should be numbered; He wanted all the ones who were old enough to fight (20 years old and upward) to be numbered. Each tribe was to have a leader over their particular group. The only exception would be for those that were of the tribe of Levi, for they were to be in charge of the tabernacle and the services to the Lord (Numbers 1:47). After the numbering was done there were 603,550 men that were above twenty years of age who were able to fight.


God believes in keeping His army organized. After each tribe was numbered they were then given their place around the tabernacle. God instructed Moses and Aaron, telling them that each tribe would have a specific location where they would pitch their tents. When the camp was to be moved they were to march in an organized manner. They were learning how to follow orders. God is not only a God of details, but He is a God of order and obedience.


God was preparing His people to march towards the Promised Land of Canaan, but because of their lack of faith and disobedience those who were once numbered would not see the Promised Land. The turning point in the lives of the Israelites can be seen in chapters 13-14. 



Moses was instructed by the Lord to choose one man from each of the tribes to go and spy out the land (Numbers 13:1-16). Once these men went over into the Promised Land and saw all the greatness therein, they were excited until they saw the armies. Twelve spies went out, but only two of them would return and be willing to give a favorable report to the people. It only takes a few to spoil everything for the many. Because of unbelief they caused the rest of the camp to be discouraged and second guess God and His ability to save them. 

There were only two faithful spies and their names were Joshua and Caleb. They tried hard to convince the people to trust in God, but they would not heed to their pleas. God was sore displeased and was ready to kill the people, but Moses pleaded with God to keep the people alive (Numbers 14:11-20). But because of their unbelief and lack of service to God they were to be punished. All those who were numbered, except for Caleb and Joshua, would now perish in the wilderness (Numbers 14:29-30). 

My friends I ask you now, in which number are you? The number of those that are not sure of God’s word, the ones that could not completely trust in God, the ones that could line up and look like they were doing service to God, but when it came the time to act they were afraid and would not serve? Or would you be in the number of the two, the ones that completely trusted God to the point of doing everything He said and willing to go anywhere they were told? God requires those who follow Him to trust Him, to believe Him, and to be obedient to what He has said. Here we have an example of being numbered among one of two groups; one perished and one enjoyed the Promised Land. Christ said that there would be two numbered groups in the end: “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it” (Matthew 7:13-14).

The book of Numbers is there for our learning. God will punish those who claim to be among His number, but who are not faithful followers. If He punished those and they wandered in the wilderness until they died, do you not think that He will keep His word and cast those who are unbelieving and disobedient into the everlasting punishment? Again, which number are ye among?

