

DO I REALLY HAVE A CHURCH?
~Bob Horn~

As a preacher I am able to meet many new people and I am often asked, “Where do you work?” I respond by telling them that I preach for the church of Christ. It is most instances they respond by asking, “Where is your church?” If it is the case where I may be inviting someone to join us for worship the response I often hear is, “I have my own church.” These responses are heard frequently and many times I believe that these statements are made without a conscience thought as to what was really said. Let me ask you, “Do you or I really have a church?”

When we say that “I go to my church” or ask, “Where is your church?” we are showing possession of something that we do not have. If either you or I have a church then it is not the church of the Bible, for Christ said, “That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18). Christ said that He would build His church. He only mentioned building one church, not many churches. That being the case if “I have a church” or if “I go to my church” then it is not the church that Christ built. 

Not only did Christ say that He would build His church, but He also purchased His church. Some might say that they have also purchased their church. One may have been able to obtain enough money to purchase or build a building, but they have never been able to match the price that was paid for the church in which Christ purchased. 

Christ bled and died for His church. He purchased it with His blood. “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood” (Acts 20:28). This is something that I dare say that any of us have ever done. We have never given our life to purchase a church. There has never been a mortal man who was ever was sinless and able to give himself as a perfect sacrifice. 

I know that in most cases those who have made these statements have never even thought about what it is that they are saying, but the truth of the matter is there is no one that can have “his or her” own church. We may attend a church or we may be a member at a particular church, but those are not ours. Every individual needs to be part of the Lord’s church, the one that He built and the one that He purchased. If you are not a part of His church then you can be. One can read the history of how Christ’s church began in the books of Acts. By following the examples recorded, in the book of Acts of those who obeyed the gospel, one can become a Christian and be added to the church, by God and not man (Acts 2:47). Then when someone asks we can proudly tell them, “I am a member of the Lord’s church.”
