GENESIS, THE BOOK OF BEGINNINGS
~Bob Horn~

I have always found it hard to understand what was going on in a movie when I change the channel and realize that I have already missed the first half of it. I spend the rest of the movie trying to keep up with what is happening while at the same time trying to figure out how it all pieced together with what I had missed. The same holds true for the Bible. Yes, one can understand what God would have them to do by only reading the New Testament, but there are a lot of questions that will be raised when one does not know the background or the references that are being made from the Old Testament. 
	There is never a better place to start studying the Bible than at the beginning. The book of Genesis is the book of beginnings. The name Genesis is derived from a Greek word meaning “origin” and a Hebrew word meaning “beginning”. The very first verse starts out with the beginning of all creation: “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). Not only do we read of the beginning of the world, but the book of Genesis is a book of many firsts in the history of the world. Genesis contains the first: marriage, murder, rain, flood, sin, cities and governments, languages, worship, sacrifices, occupations, vegetarians, punishments, prophecies, Hebrews and promises from God.	
This book is the foundation of the Bible. The book of Genesis covers more than half of the time of the Old Testament. The book of Genesis can be divided into two main groups: chapters 1-11 (Creation-Abraham) and chapters 12-50 (history of the patriarchs).

Chapters 1-11 tell us of the creation of the world and every living creature. It explains how man lived in a perfect paradise, yet because of man’s sin, he was sent away from the garden. As man separated himself from God other nations were formed and soon the world became wicked. Noah and his family then preached and built an ark as God had commanded. The flood came and the earth was cleansed of sinfulness.

Chapters 12-25:18 inform us of the calling and life of Abraham. The promise that God made that would eventually bring about His Son. 

Chapters 25:19-26 tells of the life of Isaac, Abraham’s son. It tells us of the birth of twin boys (Jacob and Esau) and their marriages.

Chapters 27-37:1 shows us the early deceit of Jacob followed by his exile to Laban’s house. He later returns to the Promised Land; his sons will soon become the heads of the twelve tribes of Israel.

Chapters 37:2-50 continues with the life of Jacob in the background, but its main focus is on the life of Joseph. How he is sold into slavery, yet he will become the saving power for his family. 

Many may not think of Christ until the New Testament, but He is first mentioned in the book of Genesis. He is the promised “seed” of woman (Genesis 3:15). He is in the promise to Abraham, “in thy seed shall all nations of the earth be blessed” (Genesis 22:18). This is later fulfilled when the gospel is taken to the Gentiles in the New Testament. Christ is mentioned as “Shiloh” and that He will come through the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10).
These are all brief statements to help one to have a better understanding of the book of Genesis. There are many lessons and principles to be learned in this book as well as every book of the Bible. Some may ask, “Why do we need to study the Old Testament?” It is because it is the foundation of the New Testament. The book of Genesis is the foundation for all of it, for it is the book of beginnings. 

