GOOD ADVICE THEN AND GOOD ADVICE NOW
~Bob Horn~

Many have called the book of Deuteronomy the “second law.” Did Israel really receive a second law? No, Moses did not deliver a second law unto the people; he only gave the law to this people for the first time. Now, what do I mean by that?


We must always keep in mind, the history of man. This is why it is a great necessity to study each book and have an overall picture of the events that unfold in each one. If you will recall there had been a generation of people that had escaped from the bondage of the Egyptians. Later when they came to the Promised Land there were twelve spies who were sent out to give a report of the land. Then because of their disbelief and lack of faith they were doomed to wander in the wilderness for forty years. After that generation of people had died there was a new generation of people that would be allowed to go into the Promised Land. That means that a new generation needed to be taught the Law which was given to the first group of people. The book of Deuteronomy is not a “second law” but rather it is a re-reading of the Law.

This book has been called “The Book of Remembrance.” The Law had been given to Moses on Mt. Sinai and now he was renewing that covenant with this new generation. The message that was delivered to the people then is renewed with us today. The instructions that Moses gave the people then are the same instructions that we receive by reading the New Testament today. The advice given then is still good advice for us today.

Notice this verse,  “Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the judgments, which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD God of your fathers giveth you” (Deuteronomy 4:1). The people were to hearken, listen to, or hear the statutes and judgments that were given by the Lord through Moses. Today we are told that “…faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17). The same instructions; we are to listen to what God has to say. What God had to say then came through Moses and today it comes through His Bible. Not only were the people to hear them but they were to learn them. Often we hear something, but we seldom learn it the first time. We may have to hear it over and over again in order to retain it and be able to recall it at a later time. These instructions from God were to be taught and once learned the people were “to do them.” An instruction that is learned is no good if it is not practiced.

The verse also says that “…ye may live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD God of your fathers giveth you.” This is a conditional statement.  “If” they heard and obeyed the words of God then they “may live” and “possess the land.” The opposite of that is if they had not heard nor had they obeyed then they would not go in and possess the land. 


They were not to change the instructions. “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you” (Deuteronomy 4:2). This sounds like the same passage found in Revelation 22:18-19. We do not have the authority to change what God has instructed. If we plan on seeing the Promised Land of Heaven then we must adhere to His word without changing what He said.

Not only are we to hear, obey and not change the word of the Lord, but we are to: “…take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons” (Deuteronomy 4:9). We are to continue to take heed to the teachings and we are to continue to teach others. Each successive generation will not know the way of the Lord if those that now know it do not teach it. Here in Deuteronomy we are reminded of this by Moses teaching this new generation of the Law. If we do not teach our children today there will arise another generation that knows not God. But we cannot teach that which we do not first know ourselves. Are you studying to show yourself approved unto God? If not why do you not start today? The advice that was given to the Israelites was good advice and it is still good advice for us today. 
