HAVE WE LOST THE ZEAL?
~Bob Horn~
The world in which we live today seems to have changed so much, yet it is still the same. When one compares life in the first century to that of today we realize that we are faced with the same problems. Politics still remain a factor in the outcome of men’s lives. Social economics plays a big part in society. And yes, the religions of the world are still the focus of many debates. There seems to be one huge difference between today and the times of the first century, that being zeal. Those who lived during the first century were ready to proclaim the word of God.
In the book of Acts (chapters 4 and 5) Peter and John were busy preaching Christ to those that met in the temple. These men stirred up the Sadducees in two ways: one, they preached the resurrection of Christ, (something in which the Sadducees did not believe) and two, they were afraid of losing their status among the people. Peter and John were imprisoned for preaching. When they faced their accusers, they continued preaching unto them and they did so with boldness (Acts 4:13). When those of the council realized the truth could not be defeated they threatened Peter and John to remain silent on the matter.
Peter and John were being censored by the governing body not to proclaim the good news of Christ. We live in a land of religious freedom, but there are still some places that we are restricted by the government not to preach. We are now taking God out of the courtrooms, the classrooms and anyplace that might be offensive to the few. Peter and John had a great zeal to preach the truth of God and not be threatened by those that disliked what they taught. For when they were told not to preach they said, “Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:19-20).
Peter along with the rest of the apostles continued preaching and working for the Lord as they had been commanded. They were again imprisoned by the Sadducees for preaching the Gospel (Acts 5:18). On this occasion the angel of the Lord released them from prison and told them to continue to preach to the people (Acts 5:19-20). Again when they were asked why they continued to preach of Christ and disobey the command to cease such action, Peter simply replied, “We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). 
This time the Sadducees sought to kill them, but they were convinced to reduce the sentence to beating them instead. One would think that when beaten or threatened with death one would cease their actions, but it was not the case for the apostles. After they were beaten “…they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his (Christ’s) name” (Acts 5:41). The trials, the threats, nor the beatings would stop their zeal for the truth. They continued daily, preaching and teaching, in the temple and from house to house (Acts 5:42).

My friends are we too often worried by the threats of lawsuits or imprisonment to speak freely when it comes to preaching the truth of Christ? Now this is not to say that we are to riot against the government, for the government is to be obeyed; it is ordained by God (Romans 13:1-2). Although it seems that we have lost the zeal to confront error and preach the Gospel as the men of the first century once did. It seems that we are willing to stand for the truth as long as it does not interfere with out lifestyles or as long as we are not persecuted for saying something that is contrary to another’s beliefs. We live in a world that expects everyone to be politically correct. God gave us this world and expects us to live correctly before Him. Each one has to decide for themselves, “Will I obey God or man?”
