IS AMERICA LOSING ITS HEARING?
~Bob Horn~

I once had the opportunity to work in a small hardware store. It was owned and operated by a local resident. The owner believed in greeting each customer as they would enter into the building. We were to welcome the customer and then ask if we could assist them in any way. 
One day while I was at the front of the store a small group of men and women entered the store and I promptly welcomed them by asking if I could assist them. They gave me no response and turned their back to me as they went down the first aisle. I thought for a moment that I had spoken too soon or that maybe I was not loud enough, so I repeated the statement to them again. Again there was no response. By this time I was just thinking that they were a little on the rude side, so I hurried around the aisle determined to see if they needed any help and to try to get a response of some kind from them. Once I was in front of them and had gained their attention, they gained mine. The reason that they had not answered me was the whole family was hearing impaired. They never heard me ask them anything. The thought of everyone in their group being unable to hear had not crossed my mind, but it was true and from that point on we were able to help one another to find that which they were searching.
This event makes me wonder about the world in which we live. We have every means of communication possible to man. We have ways to communicate all around the world and even into space. There are ways to broadcast information, such as: television, radio (AM, FM, or shortwave), satellite, and internet. We are a society that is ever tied to telephones, whether it is in the home or in our pockets. Think about all the different types of written media: billboards, signs, newspapers, magazines, books, pamphlets, tracts, and flyers. With all these types of communication I have to ask “Is America losing its hearing?”
The Gospel of Christ was preached unto the entire known world: “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world” (Romans 10:17-18). Someone might ask the question today, “What about some remote village in the jungle that has not heard it?” Since the Gospel was preached everywhere at one point it has been the responsibility of man to continue to “Preach the Word” (2 Timothy 4:2). If there is some remote person that has not heard the Gospel it is because of one of two things.
Either man has failed to preach the word to as we have been commanded or it has been preached and man has refused to listen. Christ said:
Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them” (Matthew 13:13-15).
I ask the question again, “Is America losing its hearing?” All the means of hearing the Gospel is available to all those that want to hear it. It seems that we are living in a society that is forever turning a deaf ear to the truth that is preached. There should be no reason for any living soul to have to spend an eternity in Hell. The simple truth of the Gospel is available to anyone willing to hear what God has to say and to obey His commandments. 
It took me several attempts to get the attention of this hearing impaired family, but eventually I did. I wonder how many times one will have to try to get the attention of those in this country as well as others before they will respond to the truth of God’s word? Are we losing our hearing or are we just ignoring the message? 
