IS IT TIME TO RENEW THE LANDSCAPE?
I once looked at a certain piece of ground realized that it was in much need of attention. There were spotty patches of grass and weeds beginning to grow and then there were parts where there was nothing more than bare dirt. It was begging for some attention. After a little work, killing weeds and a couple of loads of mulch, this piece of ground which once was an eyesore now became something attractive. 


As I put down the mulch I noticed that it was a nice deep brown color and it looked so fluffy and attractive at first. But the more I worked with it I noticed that the sun and air began to dry it out and it did not look quite as striking as it had a few hours earlier. Then I began to think about how it was going to look in a few weeks, months, or even after a year or two. I realized I was going to have to come back and start all over again just to make it look attractive again. This landscaping would have to be renewed from time to time in order for it not to return to the unattractive eyesore that it once was. 

I could not help but to think how that mulch was like the spirit of man. Do one simply put on Christ and then never need renewing? Think about the words of the prophet Isaiah:
Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the LORD, and my judgment is passed over from my God? 

Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding. 

He giveth power to the faint; and to [them that have] no might he increaseth strength. 

Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: 

But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. 
(Isa 40:27-31)  

Man has one Creator, one everlasting God and He never changes. God is the potter (or at least for this illustration, our landscaper) and man is the clay. God is the one that makes men more attractive. Have you ever noticed those who have just become Christians? Notice how energetic and excited they are. It never takes long Satan to tempt and to try them with things of this world and they soon lose that intense glow which was there at the beginning. Just like the mulch that needs attention from time to time so does the soul. 

In order to be renewed we must remember from whom it is that man receives his strength. God is the Creator and sustainer of life. Men should learn to rely on God’s unchanging strength. One may ask, “Why do I need to study?” or “Why do I need to attend services?” It is because everyone needs to renew their strength from day to day. 

Isaiah said that even the youths shall faint. The youth usually has more energy and can run and play longer than an older person. Sin can eat and wear away even the strongest Christian. Many times one never notices the toll that sin has taken on them. Sometimes it takes another to point out that our appearance or our attitude has changed and that they can no longer see God in us. Sometimes we need a little mulch added to help bring back the beauty that was once there. One should never forget that fellowship with other Christians and studying God’s word helps one to renew their strength day by day. 
