UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE
~Bob Horn~

In order for one to study the Bible one must have an understanding about the Bible. If there is no understanding of any book then one will soon become confused, bored, uninterested, and then most likely will put it down because they believe that it is too hard to be understood. 

The first thing that anyone who is willing to study the Bible must agree upon is that the Bible is the verbally inspired word of God. Peter wrote: 

Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. (2 Peter 1:2-4). 
If one cannot agree that the Bible contains everything that man needs in life and also to receive God’s divine promises then there will be great difficulties in understanding the events that are written within the Bible. These things came not from man, but only by the hands of man as they were inspired by God to write them. They did not write down their own private interpretation but rather what God had said (2 Peter 1:20-21). Once one believes that the Bible is God’s word and not man’s then there is room to study.

The next thing that we need to know is that there is one theme throughout the entire Bible. Christ’s love and redeeming power is the premise for all that we read about in the Bible. From Genesis to Revelation one can find Christ in every book of the Bible. He was present at the creation and He will be present at the Judgment Day. 

The Bible is divided into two main sections: the Old Testament and the New Testament. The Old Testament is the events of the lives of God’s people from the creation of the world until the time of the coming of Christ our redeemer. The New Testament is the life and times of Christ and His apostles, the beginning of the church and the instructions for man. The New Testament educates man in the way that he should live and conduct himself. It also informs man how to be saved so that he may have life eternal in Heaven.

The Bible then can be divided into smaller sections within these two main sections. The Old Testament contains: five books of law (Genesis-Deuteronomy), the books of history (Joshua-Esther), the books of Poetry (Job-Song of Solomon), the Major Prophets (Isaiah- Daniel) and the Minor Prophets (Hosea-Malachi).  The New Testament contains: The Gospel (Matthew-John), one book of history (Acts), the letters written by Paul (Romans-Philemon), books by various writers (Hebrews-Jude) and it concludes with one book of prophecy (Revelation).
There are three distinct time periods that are covered in the Bible. The first one was the Patriarchal Age. This was a time when God spoke directly to the Patriarch or the head of the people. This time lasted from Adam until the time of Moses. God then spoke to Moses and gave him The Law, of which the Ten Commandments are a part. This time period is known as the Mosaic Age. God began to communicate to the people through His laws. This time period lasted until the time of Christ. This last time period is known as the Christian Age. 
Remember there is one theme, two sections and three time periods. If one keeps these thoughts in mind it will help lessen some apparent confusion about the Bible. It will aid the one studying by helping them to understand the “What’s, Why’s and How’s” of the Bible. 

