WHAT DOTH HINDER ME?

~Bob Horn~

There was once a man of great authority who traveled from Ethiopia to Jerusalem and was on his return trip when he was met by an evangelist by the name of Philip (Acts 8). He was studying from the prophet Isaiah when he made the comment to Philip that he needed some help understanding the scriptures. Philip then started from the scripture of difficulty and proceeded to preach unto him Jesus. Upon hearing, believing and realizing what was required of him to obey the gospel, the Ethiopian eunuch asked this question: “What doth hinder me to be baptized?” (Acts 2:36).


“What doth hinder me?” That seems to be a great and notable question that concerns many men and women today. What is it that hinders one from obeying the gospel? What is it that hinders one from attending church as he should? What is it that hinders one from living the life of a Christian? 


Some may say that it is the preacher that hinders. He may intimidate some just because he is the preacher. My friends we must realized that the preacher is a man just like any other man. The difference is he has chosen a profession to study and preach the gospel. He is to obey and adhere to the gospel just like every other person on this earth. He is not more “holy” than any other, so why do we allow him to hinder us in obeying the gospel?


Some may say it is their family that hinders them from obeying the gospel. Some may be afraid that they will be shunned by their family for obeying the gospel. Some may think that they will be cut off financially if they go against the family’s wishes. Think about what our Lord said: “And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me” (Matthew 10:36, 37). One should be more afraid of being cut off from the heavenly family than they should of the temporary one on earth.


Some may say that they are hindered by all the hypocrites in the church. Let me ask the question: “Where else would the hypocrites be?” If they are not in the church then no one can call them a hypocrite. One must make up their mind either to go to church for a little while with some of them or be condemned to spend an eternity with all of them later. 


Some may say that they are unable to live the Christian life. Many believe that they are expected to live perfectly and without making mistakes. That simply is not true! While we are to strive to do all that we can to live according to the gospel, the truth is we will make mistakes. There is only one man who was recorded as being perfect and that was our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. There are many men of God that have their lives recorded for us in the Bible and not one is without fault. 


There are many reasons that we try to give to keep from obeying the gospel, but those reasons are not reasons at all. They are simply excuses that hinder one from doing so. When the Ethiopian asked the question: “What doth hinder me to be baptized?” he was not shifting the blame on something or someone else. The only thing hindering him was he. The Ethiopian had heard the truth preached, he believed that Jesus Christ was the Son of God (Acts 2:37), and there was enough water present for him to be immersed into in order to wash away his sins. Taking that step of action was the only thing that was holding him back, but he finally took it and became a New Testament Christian. 


My friends, what doth hinder you? What is it that keeps you from the services? What is it that keeps you from asking those important questions concerning your salvation? What is it that keeps you from obeying the gospel? The lines of communication to the church office are always open, whether it be mail, email, by phone or in person. Do not let anything hinder you from obeying the Lord. 

